CONTESTS OF THE HOUR                     101
criticised Darwin's speculations on the descent of CHAP man, from the point of view of property and a stake .J^ in the country, and severely censured him for revealing his zoological conclusions to the general public at a moment when the sky of Paris was red with the incendiary flames of the Commune. Anybody can see that thus to discourage the search for enlightenment and truth by thoughts of transient social convenience, is only a step removed from the dire offences so freely imputed to Casuists and Jesuits. The truths of man's descent must be scrupulously concealed, lest he should set fire to St. Paul's and slay the Bishop of London. A single step, moreover, would take us to the immortal dictum that the Real is Rational, which has led, as we know, to such formidable politics with the label of Real in all the diplomatic Chanceries of Europe. So it seemed then to be well worth while to use some open words about both Neo-Christianity and Neo-Machiavellian-ism. The essay was no plea for a life of perpetual dispute and busy proselytising, but only that we should learn to look at one another with steadfast eye, marching with steady step along the paths we choose. This is a commonplace, and nobody denies it. But then such commonplaces are just what most constantly need new application. The little book was meant to search some of the sophisms by which sound commonplace was evaded. At all events, to travel over familiar ground can hardly be counted either sin or foolishness by those who preach and those who hear thousands of discourses on texts from the best known of all books every seventh day each week. I did not forget an old saying of my own, that used to give pleasure to Fitzjames Stephen,d quite differently from theirs. For instance it                        Hn taken prisoner said that he met with nothing so discouraging as the evident sincerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
